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Volume II 1975 


LISTS PASSENGER CARS IN SERVICE ON U.S. AND CANADIAN RAILROADS 
j DURING 1974. 


1. Updated Amtrak Roster includes cars renum- 
bered and acquired during 1974. 
2. All passenger cars owned by U.S. and Canadian 
Railroads including: 
e Business cars e Cars retained for Business 
Excursions e Cars in revenue service including 
commuter 
3. Transit and Light Rail Equipment e All systems 
in the US and Canada from Boston to San Francisco 
4. Passenger cars in Private Ownership 

Current car numbers and/or names listed in num- 
erical order under owning carrier or authority. Ac- 
commodations, past history, builder and date built, 
is shown for each car. Gives disposition of cars re- 
moved from service during 1974. 


Approximately 150 pages, 6 x 9” softbound is 
easy to carry around. Priced at only $5.00 postpaid 
Will be ready in June. 


STILL AVAILABLE PASSENGER CAR ANNUAL 
VOL. I 1974-1974 


Contains all passenger cars in revenue service dur- 
ing 1973. Ready for immediate mailing. $5.00 post- 
aid. 
p Order from: 
R.P.C. PUBLICATIONS 
P.O. BOX 296 
GODFREY, ILL 62035 


(Ilinois residents please add 5% sales tax) 
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ON THE COVER: 


Two photos from the exhibit of Amtrak Metro-shell cars (Amcoaches) at Philadel- 
phia 30! St. Station on July 25. On the rear cover is an interior shot of the 
high-density coaches. Photos by Paul Rayton. Says Paul, "they can't get those 
Metroshell cars in service too soon. We took one of the renowned "rides to Ausch- 
witz" when we rode Philadelphia to New York, Talk about filth! And not one car 
with air conditioning operating! Why should Peggy and | pay $13.50 to sit and 
suffer in the heat for almost two hours? | could suffer in the heat at home for 
nothing." See report on the Amcoaches in our last issue. 


LETTERS 


| have been in your country with the Overseas Rail Study Group 1975 tour, and 
| was quite impressed with Amtrak (West), ! do not think they have been given 
enough credit for their new policy over food prices on trains. Amtrak meals on 
the SOUTHWEST LIMITED, PACIFIC INTERNATIONAL and (when you could get a seat) COAST 
STARLIGHT were about 40% cheaper than in Europe, which is quite remarkable. 

| was on the "Princess Marguerite" on July 4 from Seattle to Victoria. There 
were 1600 aboard (!) and it was just like Dover-Ostend on a midsummer Saturday, 
tho with more scenery and less baggage. No wonder the B.C. government have kept 
the ship running; it must do wonders for the tours and shops in Victoria. 

| was surprised on the SOUTHWEST LIMITED to find that the rear sleeper porter 
(on the New York car) was a young student and so was the brakeman/flagman. They 
were so unfamiliar with the route that they opened up. the car on the wrong side 
in Pasadena and nearly left the waiting passengers standing at trackside, 

J. H, Price, Editor a 


Thomas Cook Continental Timetable 


London, England 


Your "Readers Rate the Trains" article was excellent. Hope Paul Reistrup makes 
it required reading for every Amtrak employee. 
It's a national disgrace when the BROADWAY LIMITED--the only train between New 


ZERO 

Good service on this as well as the old CENTURY route thru Cleveland would be 
supported by plenty of passengers, The potential is certainly there, Possibly 
Amtrak feels it might be 100 successful. Otherwise, why do they add routes and 
duplicate service thru states (West Virginia) whose population is less than that 
of Greater Cleveland? 

There are more than enough travelers each day between New York and Chicago to 
fill 8-10 trains in each direction just from unhappy air and bus travelers alone. 
Both the BROADWAY and CENTURY routes are a natural, especially for overnight tra- 
vel if they could just stick to the 17-hour schedule of 30-40 years ago. 

aN Thomas J. Healey 
Cleveland, Ohio 
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York and Chicago--makes such a poor showing. | know its on-time performance isq- 
! 


_ Chicago and Milwaukee which were begun in June...., The 
«ports that the Senate passed on July 29 a $2.1 billion public works bile sits 


WRECK OF SOUTHWEST LIMITED IS AVERTED 


The following report comes from a Los Angeles reader who obtained details over 
his railroad frequency radio: 

On July 26 three high school-age persons attempted to wreck Amtrak train 4, the 
eastbound SOUTHWEST LIMITED in the city of Glendora, CA, 40 miles east of Los An- 
geles, by throwing a switch into a dead end track just before the train reached iG 
The engine man radioed that he was in emergency and was lined -into the dead end 
track. He was able to stop the train just 3 feet short of the end of the spur, and 
no injuries resulted. Santa Fe poliwreported via radio that they located a 7-year 
old boy who observed three teenagers break the Tock off the switch, line it, and 
run from the scene just as the superliner approached. Santa Fe police obtained the 
help of Glendora police in searching thru high school yearbooks in an effort to ese 
tablish the identity of the vandals. Agents credited a slow order and the alert- 
ness of the engine crew for the averting of a major rail disaster. Railroad office 
jals were said to be attempting to keep the story from the press. 


REVIVAL OF GULF WIND HAS HIGH PRIORITY 


The Jacksonville, FL Times-Union has reported that Amtrak President Paul Rei- 
strup regards a revival of the Jacksonville-New Orleans GULF WIND as a high prior- 
ity move. The paper quoted Reistrup as remarking on July 15 that the route has 
"one of the highest if not the highest potential routes of those under considera- 
tion for reactivating passenger service." Senator Lawton Chiles of Florida said 
he hoped that a favorable decision would be made on the route by early in 1976. 


NARP WARNS OF POSSIBLE LOSS OF COMMUTER SERVICE 


Testifying before the Senate subommittee of surface transportation this month, 
NARP president Orren Beaty warned that with the advent of ConRail some commuter 
trains in the Northeast could be lost. Several passenger routes that have gone 
"relatively unnoticed" were eight runs generally categorized as "long commuter"=- 
runs not picked up by Amtrak because the ICC defined them as "commuter," and 
which are not now publicly subsidized, These are: Boston-Stoughton (PC), Boston- 
Providence (PC), Chicago-Valparaiso (PC), Cleveland~Youngstoun (EL), Philadel- 


_ phia-Beth] ehen (roe) , Philadelphia-Reading-Pottsbille (RDG), Philadelphia-Newark 


(ROG/CNJ), and Washington-Qdenton-Baltimore (PC), NARP asked Congress to enact 

provisions to ease the transition to local support by requiring ConRail to con- 

tinue their eration for at least one year after conveyance to the new railroad. 
In subsequent testimony before the same subcommittee, Beaty warned that many 


- commuter operations that are subsidized may be jeopardized because of the strict 


interpretation of Section 303(b)(2) of the Regional Rail Reorganization Act, 
which holds that ConRail need comply only with Tongeterm contracts which were in 
effect at the time the law was passed, not with the usual contracts which are 
renéwed annually. "Thus," said Beaty, "ConRail or whoever operates the Corridor 
may be renegotiating all contracts except those covering the EL and the PC serv- 
ices which use Grand Central Terminal," He emphasized the need to avoid precip- 


_ itous actions which would deprive cities of vitally needed suburban services. 


NEWS BRIEFS: The railroad strike threat was ended by the Railway and Airline 
Clerks Union ratification of the new contract on July 22..... The USRA on July 
28 submitted to Congress its final system plan for reorganization of the North- 
east rail system, Congress has until Nov. 9 to alter the plan.ese. Amtrak an- 
nounced in early July an indefinite suspension of the Turboliner runs between 
ail Street Journal re- 


not known as we go to press whether this is the bill providing for money for 
railroad track rebuilding (see last issue, page 5)...c. page 3 


"Train.service,.equipment and schedule right up to snuff except for age of equip- 
nent, Clocked. train, at 90 or. better several, times,” (Ralph. Skinner, Troy, N 

"The Santacfe crews are „excellent. and the Aintrak personnel acut below them 
still passable. The lack of promotion for this train is a: “tragedy. and, a erine," 
(Amtrak employee). = | 

"Sleeping car attendant outstanding. Dining Steward Gaines: very pleasant. and ap- 
parently anxious to give good service. Waiters generally efficient.and pleasant. 
Food: ran the ganut from poor to-poorer.: Example: ‘Beef Oriental’. tough.and dry bits 
of beef skewered between leather-like green pepper skinsa.: And: then: the apple pie 
with cheese!’ Why ia the hell: not a slice ot cheddar. instead, of the cheese.concec- 
tion squeezed out of a tube. which, aside from being a taste abomination, resambles 
yellow worms: on the pie? . Why no: Chef's Salad on: senu? isn't a salad a summer’ monu 
natural?" (E, Harry Beltzig, Salinas, CA). 

"Is this Amtrak's best? — Hopefully not! Pael ‘seem to e RE rid- 

ing Amtraka Enjoyable dining-service and food.. Dome forward yiman filthy or 
purposely: frostede=BAD!!.. h little nore attention. to cleaning those dome windows 
anda bit less resentful or more friendly service from sleeping car attendants and 
it could be the BEST!" (M. A. Blunker, Fresno, CA). 

"Inept sullen waiter in first class diner, Mediocre food, Waiter and food” Some- 
what better in hi-level diner, but waiter lacked polish. Rocks thrown at train about 
one hour out of L.A., breaking three windows which were taned up. by men. boarding at 
next stop. Lounge. ‘attendant said it was a regular occurrence, Frain. on tim, ' 
(John Kramer, W. Henrietta, NY). 

“URan out-of all non-alcoholic beverages in Colorado and We spent wosk of tha evene 
ing in dry Kansas with nothing to drinks, The crew, perhaps due to that problem, 
4 ‘Were less than great, Had a fantastically n ne anyhow, due to the fun’ with 
e other passengers.” (Mark A. Cowles, Howell, 
“It excells in almost every way compared with ie other trains. The deies: -stidald 
bö washed at Albuquerque, however, andthe radio and music in-the sleepers should 
bé reactivated." (George M. Jenks, Lewisburg, PA). 
The train is under-promotede=it could benefit from‘some of Sante Fe! "s. old Chico- 


THE READERS COMMENT 


Part 3 of comments from SRPEN rat ‘ing survey. 


CHAMPION: “hs I a © Tae ay y bid i my roomette 
‘aisle and`at the same time was running my hand up ‘and ‘down th 
to pull the-zipper down. There was no zipper, and a quick ri 
firmed that:it had not been on for several trips. Then when“ 
it was soaking wet. Had been raining al] day and Teaked ‘in 

was transferred toinext car." (Jack Fritz, Jr., Charleston, SC 
«so. 94" scno-fun when the generator under your bedroom burns up 
Jacksonville are. terribla; se D the otd; ‘Nay, 
gon, Titusville; PA). : : 4 
' The” observat on-1ounge ‘car’ As a gst part: of: ‘this train; ‘the rock mu 
‘music playing in it was obnoxious (perhaps it was the choice of ‘the attendant). 
- Piped=in music should be unobtrusive!!" (James C. Pakala, Hatfield, PA). ° > 

The employees were indifferent. They seemed unmotivated and acted as if- ties 
were along for the ride. The music in the. observation car. was way too loudy: It 
apparently was some crew member's personal collection of soul music, The rear win- | 
dows of the observation car were filthy. |! feel it was much better as an ACL train, 
“It has improved, however, over wha it was in June 1972. when | last, rode. oiir $ 
(Kenneth Peale, "IO, San Francisco). $ ni 


-the 
ef the curtain 
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PANAMA LIMITED: "John Q. Public would think much of these services are TEA ; 
i, like so many other RTN readers, met several first-time train riders, and thoy l 
asked whether trains are always so bumpy, dirty, and whether crews are always: so 
distant and aloof." (Martin Reiner, Chicago IL). l 

"Cras out of New Orleans are untrained, One ‘slop r is not, ips on full dine | 
er should be mandatory." (Amtrak employee, Chicago | in 
Landat AN AA very good, Has a nice first class done," ‘(Janes J. |S style ‘advertising of pre=1971 years." (Arthur Es Gruber, E. Rockaway, NY). 

J ’ ° E 

"Poor excuse for a train, Hoet anl worst in Amtrak system. Track d UAD CITIES ROCKET. (Rock Island); "Golden. State coach was comfortable,. but. Vights 
very poor in comparison with other roads. Crews pushy, unfriendly. Memphis sta- SE | font out part way thru, Train personnel, after stopping the train and getting out, 
tion aol very poor condition. Ticket agents have avtul, disgraceful attitude, | le to get the lights going again. The doors were open all the way, which ‘wade 


They don't know a damn thing about other routes and have often turned down good op- r some track and vestibule noise. Perhaps the a.c, wasn't working, i arrived 

portunity to route customers on other Vines out of Chicago to destinati on." ‘Reade : st an hour late on a 5ehour schedule." (Barry M, Steinberg, Quincy, M 

er, Memphis, TN). .."Groups are down. for the spring-summer on this train, Butterworth "Tours ie hav- 
"The waiter was not very-well groomed. He looked as if he had just been puted g to bus many groups to Chicago because of the unreliability of the timekeeping." 

off a-road repair crew. Fingernails weren't clean and had offensive body odor. He obert J, Madsen, Peoria, IL). 

acted as if he had never been a waiter before in his life and couldn't care Tess iff ~ "Except for diner 'Big Ben,’ all cars were in poor condition, The worst. food 

he ever learned, Answered questions from first-tine uae with answers which rid- I've ever eaten in a diner and the poorest waiter I've evar seen! | wrote the 

iculed: ‘the questioner. The steward was unorganized.’ ' (I.R » Price, Jefferson City | Rock and they: seologizad and promised to look into the matter." (Russel Lane, 
dar Rapids, IA 

y "Service was fantastic." (Hubert J. Hanrahan, Kansas City, MO) .. 

"Very good dinner, Cars rode fairly well on the bad track. Many slow orders 
made us nearly.an hour: late arriving Rock Island. Even at this late hour the sta- 
tion waiting room was open, With better track and new shocks on the cars both RI 
ons would be- very good," (Robert Underwood, We. Springfield, T ea 


yk PEORIA ROCKET (Rock Island): "Patronage is down basically because afi poor ie- 
E” ibaewing and.no promotion, The roadbed is very bad Peoria-Bureau (13 sl0w orders 
f June pi The diner is:still on and is a good experience," Robert Je Madsen, 


Por ia, IL). 
ve very. friendly. A real "beltebustin'’ dinner, served’ by friendly waiter, 
shocks and bad- track equals-ROTTEN RIDE, 45 nins late arriving Peoria because 
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"Epon personat’ hnostedys { know that much: of the crew is’ josrty trained if at al 
My porter never bothered to turn off:the Tights in’ the coach all a ne ‘The Toungee 
coaches used quite often on the train are hell-holes on wheels for those passengers | 
who need to sleep at nights: The noise never stops, Much of the equipment is unro- : 
furbished." (Amtrak emp] oyee) » 


SOUTHWEST a "| never had the pleasure ‘of riding the SUPER CHIEF in its su- 
per days; however, | found it to still be a very good train. Friendly crew, fast 
and efficient. Seem to take pride in their work and in the nies _ Breakfast vas 
outstanding, lunch was good." (J. R, Price, Jefferson City, MO 


"Food was excellent, but menu i nit practical; there should be a Lave variety 
es standard 4 tens... "abhor. ‘a {and ‘they. abounded in. nearly 
“First class diner is excellent, ser 
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THE READERS COMMENT 


Part 3 of comments from our reader rating survey- 


CHAMPION: "As | prepared to Jower my bed in my roomette | stepped back inte the 
aisle and at the same time was ranning my hand up and down the edge of ihe curtain 
to pull the zipper down. There was no zipper, and a quick ring for the porter cone 
firmed that it had not been on for several trips, Then when | pulled the bed down 
it was soaking wet. Had been raining all day and leaked in some way or other. | 
was transferred to next car." (Jack Fritz, Jre, Charleston, SC). 


it's no fun when the generator under your bedroom burns up. ACL tracks north of 


Jacksonville are terrible; should go the old way, thru Nahunta,® (James Be Steven- 
son, Titusville, PA). ; w 

"The observation-lounge car is a great part of this train; the rock music or soul 
music playing in it was obnoxious (perhaps it was the choice of the attendant). 
Pioed~in music should be unebtrusive!!” (James C. Pekala, Hatfield, PA). 

"The employees were indifferent. They seemed unmotivated and acted as if-they 
vere along for the ride. The music in the observation car was way too loud. It 
apparently was some crew member's personal collection of soul music. The rear win- 
dows of the observation car were filthy. | feel it was much better as an ACL train. 
it has improved, however, over what it was in June 1972 when | last rode it." 
{Kenneth Peale, APO, San Francisco). . 


PANAMA LIMITED: "John Q. Public would think much of these services are terrible. 
i, like so many other RIN readers, met several first-time train riders, and they 
asked whether trains are always so bumpy, dirty, and whether crews are always so 
distant and aloof." (Martin Reiner, Chicago IL). 

Craus cut of New Orleans are untrained, One sleeper is not enough, A full dine 
er should be mandatory." (Amtrak employes, Chicago iL}. 

"Average train, but could be very good, Has a nice first class dome,” (James J. 
Lundquist, Spring Valley, CA). 

"Poor excuse for a train. Equipment generally worst in Amtrak system. Track 
very poor in comparison with other roads. Crews pushy, unfriendly. Memphis sta- 
tion very, very poer condition. Ticket agents have awful, disgraceful attitude. 
They don?t know a damn thing about other routes and have often turned down good cpe 
portunity to route customers on other lines out of Chicago to destination.” (Reade 
er, Memphis, TN). 

"The waiter was not very well groomed, He looked as if he had just been pulled 
off a road repair crew. Fingernails weren't clean and had offensive body oder. He 
acted as if he had never been a waiter before in his life and couldn't care less if 
he ever learned. Answered questions from first-tiee diners with answers which ride 
Ho the questioner. The steward vas unorganized.” (J. Ra Price, Jefferson City, 
HO}. : 

"Fron persenal knowledge | know that much of the crew is poorly trained if at all. 
Hy porter never bothered te turn off the lights in the coach ali night. The lounges 
coaches used quite often on the train are hell-koles on wheels for those passengers 
who need to sleep at night. The noise never stops, Much of the equipment is unre- 
furbished." (Amtrak employee}. 


SOUTHWEST LIMITED: "! never had the pleasure of riding the SUPER CHIEF in its su- 
per days; however, | found it to stil] be a very good train. Friendly crew, fast 
and efficient. Seem to take pride in their work and in the train. Breakfast was 
outstanding, lunch vas good." (J, R. Price, Jefferson City, MO). 

"Food was excellent, but menu isn't practical; there should be a greater variety 
of standard items, | abhor mushrooms, and they abounded in nearly every item. - 


First class diner is excellent, service superb." (Stephen E. Worse, Marshall, MN). 
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menta Clocked train at 90 or better several times,” (Ralph Skinner, Troy 


- yellow worms on the pie? Why no Chef's Salad on nenu? 


VE GEM OGL YIU, DYWEVIITIER UDU YVNGUMEY ayut sy ay yeg y wwe ree s 


"The Santa-Fe crews are excellent and the Amtrak personnel a cut below thes 
still passable. The lack of promotion for this train is a tragedy and a crime.” 
(Amtrak employee) . 

"Sleeping car attendant outstanding. Dining Steward Gaines very pleasant.and ap- 
parently anxious to give good service. Waiters generally efficient and pleasant. 
Food ran the gamut from poor to poorer. Example: 'Beef Oriental! tough. and dry bits 
of beef skewered between leather-iike green pepper skin And then the apple pie 
with cheese! Why in the hell not a slice o id d of the cheese. concec- 
tion squeezed out of a tube which, abomination, resembles 

isn'ta salad a summer monu 


bod 
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natural?" (E, Harry Beltzig, Salinas, CA). 

"is this Amtrak's best? Hopefully not? Personnel seem to resent passengers ride 
ing Amtrak. Enjoyable dining service and food, Dome forward windows filthy or 
purposely frosted==BAD!! A Tittle more attention to cleaning those dome windows 
and a bit Jess resentful or more friendly service from sleeping car attendants and 
it could be the BEST!" (M. A. Blunker, Fresno, CA). 

“inept, sullen waiter in first class diner. Mediocre food, Waiter and food scme- 
what better in hi-level diner, but waiter lacked polish. Rocks thrown at train about 
one hour out of L.A., breaking three windows which were taned up by men boarding at 
next stop. Lounge attendant said it was a regular occurrence. Train on time." 
(John Kramer, We Henrietta, NY}. 

äRan out of al} non-alcoholic beverages in Colorado and we spent most of the evene 
ing in dry Kansas with nothing to drink. The crew, perhaps due to that problem, 
were less than great. Had a fantastically creat time anyhow, due to the fun with 
the other passengers." (Mark A. Cowles, Howell, Ml). 

tit excells in almost every way compared with the other trains. The domes should 
be washed at Albuquerque, however, and the radio and music in the sleepers should 
be reactivated." (George M. Jenks, Lewisburg, PA). 

"The train is under-promoted-~it could benefit from:seme of Santa Fe's old Chico- 
style advertising of pre-1971 years." (Arthur E. Gruber, E. Rockaway, NY). 


QUAD CITIES ROCKET (Rock Island):*Golden State coach was comfortable, but lights 
went out part way thru. Train persennel, after stopping the train and getting out, 
managed to get the lights going again. The doors were open all the way, which made 
for some track and vestibule noise. Perhaps the a.C. wasn't working. We arrived 
just an hour late on a 5-hour schedule.” (Barry M, Steinberg, Quincy, MA). 

"Groups are down for the spring-summer on this train. Butterworth Tours is hav- 
ing to bus many groups to Chicago because of the unreliability of the timekeeping." 
(Robert J. Madsen, Peoria, iL). 

"Except for diner 'Big Ben,’ all cars were in poor condition. The worst. food 
i've ever eaten. in a diner and the poorest waiter I've ever seen! | wrote the 
Rock and they apologized and promised to Jock into the matter." (Russel Lane, 

Cedar Rapids, 1A). 

"Service was fantastic." (Hubert J. Hanrahan, Kansas City, M0). 

"Very good dinner. Cars rode fairly well on the bad track. Many slow orders 
made us nearly an hour late arriving Rock island. Even at this late hour the sta- 
tion waiting room was open, With better track and new shocks on the cars both Ri 
runs would be very good," (Robert Underwood, We Springfield, MA). 


PEORIA ROCKET (Rock Island): "Patronage is down basically because of poor tine- 
keeping and no promotion. The roadbed is very bad Peoria-Bureau is sl0w orders 
as of June 1). The diner is still on and is a good experience." (Robert J. Madsen, 
Peoria, !L). 

"Crew very friendly. A.real 'belt-bustin’ dinner, served by friendly waiter. 
Bad shocks and bad track equals ROTTEN RIDE, 45 mins late arriving Peoria because 
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of slow orders, Bad shocks on both cars. Rotten track. Try to eat in diner with- 
“out spilling things--impossible.. The worst riding trip 1 have ever taken! Only 1 
passengers out of Chicago. Felt like we would derail any minute." (Robert Under- : 
wood, W. Springfield, MA). 


SILVER STAR: "Second only to the SOUTHWEST LIMITED in quality.” (Duane W. Roller 
Waterloo, Ontario). 

"Very well-run train, tho needs better publicity. On-time train all the way. Tw 
diners on train make dining easy." (Keith White, Memphis, TN). 

"Imagine running out of bread, so no toast for breakfast! Don't they ever lubri 
cate these sleepers?" (James 8, Stevenson, Titusville, PA). : 

"Equipment very clean out of NY. Lexan windows stink. A/C in my coach died out: 
of Washington. Crew wired ahead from Alexandria and electricians installed new | 
fuse at Richmond, It was unbearable in between, but at least they're trying. The | 
lounge car attendant could have used a course in manners. One diner and one lounge * 
were not enough, even tho the train had only 6 coaches and 2 sleepers (which were | 
well-filled) and it was 'off-season'. The coach attendant was very cynical about 
Amtrak. He didn't do much to help the passengers’ ire when the A/C died.” (John S. 
Horvath, New York, NY). ; 


INTER-AMERICAN; "Crew unexpectedly excellent. Train tries to serve both Dallas 
and Mexico and does neither well. Schedule needs to be much faster." (Duane W. 
Roller, Watertoo, Ontario} à ! 

“Personnel were extremely accommodating. Hats off to Mr. Walker and others on | 
this underrated train," (Robert N. Olson, Bryan, TX). 

"The schedule south of Dallas is a joke. MoPac (which takes over from the Sant 
Fe at Milano, TX) is doing its best to discourage Amtrak from running this train, » 
It needs to run daily, to make better connections at Ft. Worth, San Antonio, and 
Laredo, and to be re-routed on the Katy from Dallas to Taylor, TX. | have never 
seen this train vats in ee Most people in Dallas have‘never heard of 
it," (R R, Durham, Dallas, IX). 

‘ice a {aP should be required to Bat ig operation sir p is į 
+ | have ridden on over the entire Amtrak system. aster speeds were 
edi Fa overall running time from St. Louis to tahoe could barraduesd from 
present 29 hours to 24 hours, easily. No advertising at all since service began 
in March 1974." (John A. Mills, Topeka, KS). a 


LONE STAR: "One of Amtrak's most underrated trains. It has frignd)y crews, somi 
stretches of good track, including recently improved welded rail in Oklahoma and 
Texas, clean equipment lexcept for dome windows), good on-time performance, hi- 
level coaches, good food, But the dome windows are usually so filthy that they 
are nearly opaque. The dome consistently runs too warm during the day and fre- 
quently too cold at night. The schedule west of Madison City, IA is too slow, 
even tho 50mins were just cut from the schedule between KC and Houston, This 
train deserves stronger promotion and the northbound running time should be shor- 
tened,” (Paul McVey, Benbrook, TX). 

"Track surprisingly poor. The train misses the SUNSET in Houston eastbound by » 
only 15mins." (Amtrak employee). 

"Rear sleeper was 9210-series, which provides more revenue space and yet pro- 
vides first class dome lounge service as well, instead of the 9250-series round- | 
end CZ cars. Train should be scheduled to arrive Chicago before 10am, as was 
done under Santa Fe. This would also save one entire set of equipment, Current |, 
ly runs with 4 sets, while Santa Fe ran it with 3 sets." (John A, Mills, Topeka). 

"Three operational deficiencies: (1) the sleeper-lounge is regularly bad-order 
(2) The assigned lounge is too small for a train of that size and is overloaded 
when the sleeper-lounge is not operated=-which is most of the times or when the | 
sleeperlounge is without electricity, or, in the summer, air-conditioning--whi 
is the case on the few days they do run, (3) ‘The diner has been°converted from 
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, (Robert M, Olson 


:; "One of the, conductors from Albany. to Syracus 
history of the particular section of the Mohawk Valley t 


36-seat car to a 48-seat car. This theoretically lessens the lines waiting for 
food, but actually fails to.do-so, as 48. seats are more difficult to work and there 
is no corresponding increase in dining car staff. Therefore, the service- îs worse 
than it was." (David R. Pefronnet, Gladstone, MO). 000e ooo onio 


SUNSET LIMITED: "Train attracts huge crowds--yet it is poorly promoted and aft 
x Ad Amtrak, still aly tri-weekly! Something is eed lide ban i 
ark, CA). base ae 
"Amtrak has ‘destroyed’ some trains (e.g, PANAMA LIMITED) and 'resurrected! 
others (SUNSET LIMITED)” (J. Ra Taylor, East Point, GA}... ee , 
"One of Amtrak's better trainse-fine standards of service." (Thomas N. Tischer, 
Rochester, NY). w, RRS e 


This SUNSET VINITED sat fi the E) Pasi Stattin on a Novenber, 1974 day ás Pate 
BAL Ra T A AT : » a Pote 
Bretz photographed it. On siding at right are Great Western Tour arity Nee 
ico. Readers rated the SUNSET overall 14 among 24 long distance trains. 


"Until Eastern roadbeds improve, | plan to ride SUNSET/SOUTHERN CRESCENT , 
. ales é CENT on 
trips to ela halla Hal toofly on return from New Orleans to Houston!) 
yan ET E i 
"No matter what others have said, | thought the SUN 
and |'ve ridden it ten times in the last six months. 
do about the la 


trak employee). 


SET was a danned sood train, 
ere is no 
ck of scenery. Many of the stations are in terrible ee 


BLUE RIDGE: "I use this train 25 or 30 times per yea ck 
Harpers Ferry and Cumberland is incredibly Pout, (ogden 
ering a Washington-Denver train on this route if the B&O track west of Cumberland 
is as bad as that east of Cumberland. Most of the passengers would be litter cas- 
es by the time the train reached Cincinnati, The Western Maryland Route (soon to 
be abandoned) between Cherry Run and. Cumberland would be much better except that 


_ it would involve a. backing movement at Cherry Run. #104 backs into Washington 


Union Station on Sundays. This delay often causes Passengers to miss their con- 


` nections with the 8pm Metroliner and the southbound CHAMPION, Why can't the train 


be turned after discharging its load? Lexan makes the v 
on this route impossible,” (Reader, Hyattsville, MD). 


EMPIRE STATE EXPRESS: "Slow orders, delays, make this trip excruciating, espec 
jally when traveling to/fron Toronto and Detroit, pT earnest Racor 
vast improvement, but a lounge or parlor car is definitely needed. Trip is much 
too long, does not allow for connections south of NY." (Tom Smith, Wilmington, DE). 
continuing lecture on’ the 
hru which we were passing. 


jewing of the fine scenery 
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of slow orders, Bad shocks on both cars, Rotten track, Iry to eat in diner with- 
out spilling things--impossible. The worst riding trip | have ever taken! Only 12 
passengers out of Chicago. Felt like we would derail? any minute." (Robert Under- 
wood, We Springfield, MÀ). 


SILVER STAR: "Second only to the SOUTHWEST LIMITED in quality.” (Duane W. Roller, 
Waterloo, Ontario). 

"Very well-run train, tho needs better publicity. On-time train all the way. Two 
diners on train make dining easy." (Keith White, Memphis, TN). 

"Imagine running cut of bread, so no toast for breakfast! Don’t they ever Jubri- | 
cate these sleepers?" (James B. Stevenson, Titusville, PA). | 

"Equipment very clean out of NY. Lexan windows stink. A/C in my coach died out 
of Washington, Crew wired ahead from Alexandria and electricians installed new 
fuse at Richmond, it was unbearable in between, but at least they're trying. The — 
lounge car attendant could have used a course in manners, One diner and one lounge 3 
were not enough, even tho the train had only 6 coaches and 2 sleepers (which were | 
vell-filled) and it was ‘off-season’, The coach attendant was very cynical about | 


Amtrak. He didn't do much to help the passengers’ ire when the A/C died." (John S. + 


Horvath, New York, NY). 


INTER-AMERICAN; "Crew unexpectedly excellent. Train tries to serve both Dallas 
and Mexico and does neither well. Schedule needs to be much faster." (Duane W. 
Roller, Waterloo, Ontario). 

iPargonnel were extremely accommodating. Hats off to Mr, Walker and others on 
this underrated train,” (Robert M. Olson, Bryan, TX). 

"The schedule south of Dallas is a joke, MoPac (which takes over from the Santa 
Fe at Milano, TX) is doing its best to discourage Amtrak from running this train, 

It needs to run daily, to make better connections at Ft. Worth, San Antonio, and 
Laredo, and to be re-routed on the Katy from Dallas to Taylor, TX. 1 have never 
seen this train advertised in Texas. Most people in Dallas have never heard of 
it," (Roger R, Durham, Dallas, TX). ° E s 

Mopac and 1&P should be required to permit 79mph operation, as their track is | 
the best | have ridden on over the entire Amtrak Syston if. faster speeds were 
permitted, overall running time from St. Louis to Laredo could be reduced from | 


present 29 hours to 24 hours, easily, No advertising at all since service began 
in March 1974." (John A. Milts,. Topeka, KS). 


LONE STAR: "One of Amtrak's most underrated trains. it has friendly crews, some 
stretches of good track, including recently improved welded rail in Oklahoma and 
Texas, clean equipment (except for dome windows), good on-time performance, hi~ 
level coaches, good food. But the dome windows are usually so filthy that they 
are nearly opaque. The dome consistently runs too warm during the day and fre 
quently too cold at night. The schedule west of Madison City, IA is too slow, 
even tho 50mins were just cut from the schedule between KC and Houston. This 4 
train deserves stronger promotion and the northbound running time should be shor- 
tened,” (Paul McVey, Benbrook, TX). 

"Track surprisingly poor. The train misses the SUNSET in Houston eastbound by + 
only 15mins." (Amtrak employee). 

Rear sleeper was 9210-series, which provides more revenue space and yet pro= 
vides first class dome lounge service as well, instead of the 9250-series round- | 
end CZ cars. Train should be scheduled to arrive Chicago before 10am, as was | 
done under Santa Fe. This would also save one entire set of equipment. Current- 
ly runs with 4 sets, while Santa Fe ran it with 3 sets." (John A. Mills, Topeka). 

"Three operational deficiencies: (1) the sleeper-lounge is regularly bad-ordered. 
(2) The assigned lounge is too small for a train of that size and is overloaded 
when the sleeper-lounge is not operated--which is most of the time; or when the 
sleeper-lounge is without electricity, or, in the summer pe eich 
is the case on the few days they do run. (3) The diner has been converted from a ` 
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So-seat car to a 4=seat care inis theoretically lessens tne ines waiting Tor 
food, but actually fails to do-so, as-48 seats are more difficult to work and there 
is no corresponding increase in dining car staff. Therefore, the service is worse 
than it was." (David R. Peironnet, Gladstone, MO). 


SUNSET LIMITED: "Train attracts huge crowds--yet it is.poorly promoted and after 
i eT Amtrak, still mly tri-weekly! Something is wrong!" (Reader, Canoga 
ark, LA} o 
"Amtrak has ‘destroyed! some trains (e.g., PANAMA LIMITED) and 'resurrected! 
others (SUNSET LIMITED) ." (J. R. Taylor, East Point, GA). 
"One of Amtrak's better trains--fine standards of service." (Thomas N. Tischer, 
Rochester, NY). 


rf 


hy ET p 
Thé SUNSET LIMITED sat in the El Paso station on a November, 1974 day as Peter 


Bretz photographed it. On siding at right are Great Western Tour cars to Mex- 
ico. Readers rated the SUNSET overall 14! among 24 long distance trains. 


peel ee Tt ate an Seaweed abida kosea AOU aade asha ANI 
: a rati Ae ae | plan to ride SUNSET/SOUTHERN CRESCENT ‘on 
rips to Washington prefer to fly on return from New 0 1)" 
(fert r eon ond y om New Orleans to Houston!) 
o matter what others have said, | thought the SUNSET i 
and |'ve ridden it ten times in the last Ek months. Tane beers od pol irain; 


S of scenery. Many of the stations are in terrible shape." (An- 


BLUE RIDGE: "I use this train 25 or 30 times per year. Th 
Harpers Ferry and Cumberland is incredibly rodh { cannot beta a 
ering a Washington-Denver train on this route if the B&O track west of Cumberland 
is as bad as that east of Cumberland, Most of the passengers would be litter cas- 
es. by the time the train reached Cincinnati. The Western Maryland Route (soon to 
be abandoned) between Cherry Run and. Cumberland would be much better except that 
it would invol ve a backing movement at Cherry Run. #704 backs into Washington 
Union Stati on on Sundays. This delay often causes passengers to miss their con- 
nections with the 8pm Metroliner and the southbound CHAMPION, Why can't the train 
be turned after discharging its load? Lexan makes the viewing of the fine scenery 
on this route impossible." (Reader, Hyattsville, MO). 


EMPIRE STATE EXPRESS: "Slow orders, delays, make this trip excruciatin = 
ially when traveling to/from Toronto and Detroit. Adds €¥on of dining eras, 
vast improvement, but a lounge or parlor car is definitely needed. Trip is much 
too long, does not allow for connections south of NY." (Tom Smith, Wilmington, DE) 

; One ot the conductors from Albany. to Syracuse. gave a continuing lecture on the 
history of the particular section of the Mohawk Valley thru which we were passing, 
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He pointed out houses--all historical--some repaired and maintained, others left 
to rot, but each with its own tale to tell. This conductor is tobe praised for a 
most entertaining and enlightening trip." (Joseph P. Hearns, Jersey City, NJ). 

"Craw very formal but also very friendly. On the day we traveled, the diner and 
Ne Ate not in train, and only snackbar available." (V. Radzivanas, Richmond 
Hil d 

"Had no cold beer in ex-CZ diner. Now, really!" (George E. Lerrigo, North Ben- 
nington, V1). 

"Food was good; however, the dining car crew lacked the ability to serve it 
with any respect for passengers. More lounge space needed. Rochester terminal 
is a 'disaster.'" (Raymond Re Hawkes, Cape Elizabeth, ME). 

"The Rochester NY station should be levelled and a modern (Syracuse-Rensselaer 
-Colonie type) station built on the same site. DON'T MOVE IT OUT OF DOWNTOWN!!* 
(Jonathan DuBert, Houston, TX). 


We will conclude these comments next issue with short distance 
and corr idor trains. 


Rail Canada 


OTTAWA GOSSIP IS now tracing Transport Minister Jean Marchand's mid-June attack on 
passenger trains in Parliament to former deputy minister of transport John Baldwin, 
who later became president of Air Canada. Baldwin, who had helped prepare the na- 
tional transportation act of 1967 when he was Transport's top civil servant, was 
called back to "review" the proposals now under consideration, During this period, 
Baldwin has apparently "cooked" the books, ordering cost estimates for STOL and 
short-haul aircraft cut to make them more cost-effective when compared with rail. 
Baldwin is a strong believer in "costerecovery," a policy of having all transport 
systems earn their operating costs--the system now under fire. Baldwin is a close 
disciple in these matters to J.W. "Honest Jack" Pickersgill, Transport Minister in 
the 1960s under whom Baldwin worked while Pickersgill was pushing CTC enabling leg- 
fslation thru the commons, and prior to his resignation as an MP to become first 
CTC president. Baldwin was Air Canada president in the early 1970s. 


THE FIRST PROPOSAL to reduce Canada's passenger train system may be in the upcoming 
Transport budget. Cuts in the order of $80 million have been suggested, much of 
this figure currently in passenger train support. It is expected now that the gov- 
ernnent's approach to elimination of passenger trains will be gradual, in contrast 
to the overnight elimination of half the trains “in the U.S. when Amtrak was formed 
in 1971, 


DURING THE CANCELLATION of the service on the Courtenay-Parksville section of 
Esquimalt & Nanaimo Railway's RDC run, the CP Rail subsidiary is providing alternate 
bus transportation. The RDC car now leaves Victoria at Spm, reaching Parksville at 
7:57pm, As train 2, it leaves Parksville at 9:34am and reaches Victoria at 12:30pm, 
The northbound bus connection leaves Parksville at 8:18pm, reaching Courtenay at 
9:35pm, Southbound it leaves Courtenay at 8:05am, arriving in Parksville at 9:20am, 
The railway provides free transportation between the Parksville station and the bus. 


CANADIAN NATIONAL REJECTED the offer by the B.C. government to purchase the fire- 
damaged Alaska cruise vessel "Prince George" for a token $1. CN spokesman Al Menard 
said no offer would be considered unless it was in close range with other offers. 
B.C. Resources Minister Bob Williams said the offer was a prelude to negotiations 
for purchase of the ship tobe added to the B.C. Steamship Co. fleet which yee 
the "Princess Marguerite." Altho CN has previously disposed of vessels for $1, nev- 
er one the quality of "Prince George," according to Menard. The B.C. government } 
plans weekly summer cruises Vancouver-Prince Rupert, calling at way ports, if itis * 
successful in obtaining the vessel. 
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CANADIAN TRANSPORT COMMISSION will begin a review of passenger train operations in 
the Dominion beginning this fall. The review is mandated by the enabling legisla- 
tion of the CIC, The railroads will press for 100% payment of operating losses, 

up from the existing 80%. The 20% of losses paid for by the railroads wasa: mandate 
from parliament to solicit business, to help maintain revenues of passenger. opera- 
tions; and also to try to keep costs down. With a 100% subsidy the rail companies. 
would have no incentive to do either--which would be an apparent "go" sigmat-to ac- 
celerate losses as a first step toward reduction of service. 


A REMARKABLE ASPECT, commentators say, of Transport Minister Marchand's mid-June at- 
tack on passenger service is that the attack (made in the body of a report reviewing 
conditions in highway and air passenger transport also) seems to have been prepared 
in the late 1950s. There are no references toward the need for energy conservation 
or the public's increasing unhappiness with highway construction. Passenger train 
occupancy figures are accepted as "given" with no discussion of how the "study" fig- 
ures would vary had rail traffic been promoted liberally with high subsidies and new 
equipment as have other modes. The report does, however, speak vaguely about the 
need for some "cruise" or "tour" trains, perhaps in a subtle way acknowledging that 
attempts to curtail transcontinental services of CP Rail's CANADIAN or CN's SUPER 
CONTINENTAL may unleash a great outcry in the Western provinces. 


A STREETCAR LINE may be constructed in Vancouver next year on a demonstration basis, 
according to Municipal Affairs Minister James Lorimer, He said that exeinterurban 
lines of the former B.C. Electric company are being considered for the site. The 


DuWag Co. of Dusseldorf, W, Germany, will probably supply the equipment, it - 
nounced, Lorimer said a start of Yee panes EREE EAA tee a 
downtown subway was at least 4-5 years away. 


INTERMEDIATE CAPACITY TRANSIT System (ICTS) is a concept that the federal government 
wants to define, and is calling for studies from the private sector, Transport Cane 
ada announced in a July 17 press release that the objective of the "concept defini- 
tion study" is to define an economical Intermediate Capacity Transit System to meet 
specific Canadian requirements while at the same time maximizing utilization of ex- 
isting railway lines and rights-of-way within urban areas. Data from the studies 
will be made available to all levels of government. The agency said that the basic 
characteristics of the study would include a steel wheel on rail urban system; smal] 
vehicles capable of operating singly or in trains; an electric energy source; and a 
fully automated design, The system should take advantage of existing and emerging 
techna! ogy to achieve pionii cant capital and operating cost reduction,” The gov- 
ernment hopes for a prototype demonstration by 4880, of an urban transportation ale 


ternative compatible with existing rail rightseof-way and facilities in medium and 
large sized cities. 


AN $80,000 CONTRIBUTION to the Yukon Territorial Government was approved by Transe 
port. Canada on July 21, to buy miniebuses for a Whitehorse public transportation 
system. Bus service is expected to begin this fall. 


CANADIAN NATIONAL ADVERTISES its new Off-Peak Round Trip Fares which apply any day 
on any train between Windsor, Sarnia, Niagara Falls, Toronto, Ottawa, Montreal, 
Quebec/Levis and Mont Joli, and intermediate stations, if the regular one-way Red 
coach fare is $5 or more. You must go and return within 4 days, and you gayeonly 
er Cee ace Plyg e te one-third, provided travel does not -begen. be- 
-01pm and 6:30pm, Dayniter, club car and sleepi i agde pur- 
Guia in conjunction Nth this pion PERIT AF aoa “ee i 
ONTARIO NORTHLAND RAILWAY now advertises a sleeper bus tour between Toronté*and 
Cochrane, where the POLAR BEAR EXPRESS excursion train takes off for Moosonee. The 
tour fare (bus plus train) is $74.95 adults, half fare children. The EXPRESS runs 
daily except Friday to Sept 4. POLAR BEAR "spend the winter" on Toronto's GO Tran- 
sit system, being returned to ONR on April 25. page 9 
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He pointed out houses--all historical--some repaired and maintained, others left 
to rot, but each with its own tale to tell. This conductor is tobe praised for a 
most entertaining and enlightening trip." (Joseph Pa Hearns, Jersey City, NJ). 

"Crew very formal but also very friendly. On the day we traveled, the diner and 
aeg were not in train, and only snackbar available." (Ve Radzivanas, Richmond 
Hil ° 

"Had no cold beer in ex-CZ diner. Now, really!" (George E. Lerrigo, North Ben- 
nington, VT). 

"Food was good; however, the dining car crew lacked the ability to serve it 
with any respect for passengers. More lounge space needed. Rochester terminal 
is a ‘disaster.'” (Raymond Re Hawkes, Cape Elizabeth, NE). 

"The Rochester NY station should be levelled and a modern (Syracuse-Rensselaer 
Colonie type) station built on the same site. DON'T MOVE IT OUT OF DOWNTOWN!!" 
{Jonathan DuBert, Houston, TX). 


We will conclude these comments next issue with short distance 


and corridor trains- 


Rail Canada 


OTTAWA GOSSIP IS now tracing Transport Minister Jean Marchand's mid-June attack on 
passenger trains in Parliament to former deputy minister of transport John Baldwin, 
who later became president of Air Canada. Baldwin, who had helped prepare the na- 
tional transportation act of 1967 when he was Transport!s top civil servant, was 
called back to "review" the proposals now under consideration. During this period, 
Baldwin has apparently "cooked" the books, ordering cost estimates for STOL and 
short-haul aircraft cut to make them more costeeffective when compared with rail. 
Baldwin is a strong believer in ‘costerecovery," a policy of having all transport 
systems earn their operating costs--the system now under fire. Baldwin is a close 
disciple in these matters to J.W. Honest Jack" Pickersgill, Transport Minister in 
the 1960s under whom Baldwin worked while Pickersgill was pushing CTC enabling Jeg- 
islation thru the commons, and prior to his resignation as an MP to become first 
CTC president. Baldwin was Air Canada president in the early 1970s. 


THE FIRST PROPOSAL to reduce Canada's passenger train system may be in the upcoming 
Transport budget. Guts in the order of $80 million have been suggested, much of 
this figure currently in passenger train support. lt is expected now that the gov- 
ernment's approach to elimination of passenger trains will be gradual, in contrast 
to the overnight elimination of half the trains in the U.S. when Amtrak was formed 
in 1971. 


DURING THE CANCELLATION of the service on the Courtenay-Parksville section of 
Esquimalt & Nanaimo Railway's RDC run, the CP Rail subsidiary is providing alternate 
bus transportation. The RDC car now jeaves Victoria at 5pm, reaching Parksville at 
7:51pm. As train 2, it leaves Parksville at 9:34am and reaches Victoria at 12:30pm. 
The northbound bus connection leaves Parksville at 8:18pm, reaching Courtenay at 
9:35pm. Southbound it leaves Courtenay at 8:05am, arriving in Parksville at 9:20am, 
The railway provides free transportation between the Parksville station and the bus. 


CANADIAN NATIONAL REJECTED the offer by the B.C. government to purchase the firee 
damaged Alaska cruise vessel "Prince George” for a token $1. CN spokesman Al Menard 
said no offer would be considered unless it was in close range with other offers. 
B.C. Resources Minister Bob Williams said the offer was a prelude to negotiations 
for purchase of the ship tobe added to the 8.0. Steanship Co. fleet which ye 
the "Princess Marguerite.” Altho CN has previously disposed of vessels for $1, nev- 


er one the quality of "Prince George," according to Menard. The B.C. government f 
plans weekly summer cruises YVancouver-Prince Rupert, calling at way ports, if it is 
successful in obtaining the vessel. 
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CANADIAN TRANSPORT COMMISSION will begin a review of passenger train operations in 
the Dominion beginning this fall. The review is mandated by the enabling legisla- 
tion of the CIC. The railroads wil] press for 400% payment of operating losses, 

up fron the existing 80%. The 20% of losses paid for by the railroads wasa mandate 
from parliament to solicit business, to help maintain revenues of passenger opera~ 
tions; and also to try to keep costs down. With a 100% subsidy the rail companies 
vould have no incentive to do either--which would be an apparent "go" signalto ac- 
celerate losses as a first step toward reduction of service. 


A REMARKABLE ASPECT, commentators say, of Transport Minister Narchand's mid-June at- 
tack on passenger service is that the attack (made in the body of a report reviewing 
conditions in highway and air passenger transport also) seems to have been prepared 
in the late 1950s. There are no references toward the need for energy coñservation 
or the public's increasing unhappiness with highway construction, Passenger train 
occupancy figures are accepted as "given" with no discussion of how the "study" fig- 
ures would vary had rail traffic been promoted liberally with high subsidies and. new 
equipment as have other modes. The report does, however, speak vaguely about the 
need for some "cruise" or "tour? trains, perhaps in a subtle way acknowledging that 
attempts to curtail transcontinental services of CP Rail's CANADIAN or CN's SUPER 
CONTINENTAL may unleash a great outcry in the Western provinces. 


A STREETCAR LINE may be constructed in Vancouver next year on a demonstration basis, 
according to Municipal Affairs Minister James Lorimer. He said that ex-interurban 
lines of the former B.C. Electric company are being considered for the site. The 
DuWag Co. of Dusseldorf, W, Gornany will probably supply the equipment, it was an- 
nounced, Lorimer said a start of fe proposed Vancouver rapid transit system and 
downtown subway was at least 45 years away. 


INTERMEDIATE CAPACITY TRANSIT System (ICTS) is a concept that the federal government 
wants to define, and is calling for studies from the private sector. Transport Can- 
ada announced in a July 17 press release that the objective of the "concept defini- 
tion study" is to define an economical Intermediate Capacity Transit System to meet 
specific Canadian requirements while at the same time maximizing utilization of ex- 
isting railway lines and rights-of-way within urban areas. Data from the studies 
will be made available to all levels of government. The agency said that the basic 
characteristics of the study would include a steel wheel on rail urban system; small 
vehicles capable of operating singly or in trains; an electric energy source; and a 
fully automated design. The system should take advantage of existing and emerging 


taoinolony to achieve aL A k capital and operating cost reduction." The gov- 
ernment hopes for a prototype demonstration by 1980, of an urban transportation ale 


ternative compatible with existing rail rights-of-way and facilities in medium and 
large sized cities. 


AN $80,000 CONTRIBUTION to the Yukon Territorial Government was approved by Transe 
port. Canada on July 21, to buy nini-buses for a Whitehorse public transportation 
system. Bus service is expected to begin this fall. 


CANADIAN NATIONAL ADVERTISES its new Off-Peak Round Trip Fares which apply any day 
on any train between Windsor, Sarnia, Niagara Falls, Toronto, Ottawa, Montreal, 
Quebec/Levis and Mont Joli, and intermediate stations, if the regular one-way Red 
coach fare is $5 or more. You must go and return within 4 days, and you-pay-only 
the regular one-way Blue fare, plus one-third, provided travel does not begin. be= 
4: O1pm and 6:30pm, Dayniter, club car and sleeping car accommodations made pur- 
chased in conjunction with this plan. ee 


ONTARIO NORTHLAND RAILWAY now advertises a sleeper bus tour between Toronto”and 
Cochrane, where the POLAR BEAR EXPRESS excursion train takes off for Moosonee. The 
tour fare (bus plus train) is $74.95 adults, half fare children. The EXPRESS runs 
daily except Friday to Sept 4. POLAR BEAR "spend the winter" on Toronto's G0 Tran- 
sit system, being returned to ONR on April 25. page 9 


THOSF TRENTON FLOODS 
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About 100 yards south of the Trenton, NJ Amtrak 
station is milepost 5/--indicating miles from New 
York, If the photo at the left reproduces well 
enough, you can make out a smali hash mark between 
the numbers, which Indicates the hich water point of 
the recent floods at that location. 


siudy uf te ¿G a torrential cownpour hit Trenton, on 
around which pian set. liy wat c tions auring the previous 
ine project nas been yathering i 5 inches of rain feli during a few 


ments have added impetus to the e 
endorsed by Senator and Presicential Candidate 
written to federal authorities requesting that it be desicnate 
route under the Amtrak law. Second, Champers of commerce of Shreve 2 and 
Longview, TX has designated the project as une of prine importance snc save organe 
ized task forces to promote planning. The third development has been the Blanton 
report already mentioned, Blanton's survey roves a greater rate of growth along 
this route (in terms of population increase 19)t-.5/0) than on any other Amtrak 
transcontinental route with the exception of the Los Angeles-New Orleans Sunset Í 
Route, and it indicates a favorable business and economic climate. 

A few route changes were made since the original proposal. A change in the Texas 
routing was due to the fact that cities deleted had petitioned to be included on a | 
Denver route, and those added were interested in the transcontinental. Also, Ame 
trak initiated Oakland-Bakersfield service in California's San Joaquin Valley. | 
Because this needed only to be extended to Barstow to connect with the southern 
transcon route, this inclusion was made in the proposal, to give access both to 
Los Angeles and San Francisco/Oakland. | 

While many proposals for experimental routes have come before the DOT and Amtrak 
(who now makes the selection itself), proponents of this route realize that others 
may get faster attention because of earlier petitioning, but they believe that no 
other route is more practical or promising. 


ight, water was rising over the tracks, 
an Amtrak train derailed, reportedly 
t a Tloating tie. Ine derailment was 
h au i fas lit was evidentiy train 235 
aionian.--.cparture from New York), but the 
gk water ended all service thru 
Trenton for over 24 nours. At one time, 8 feet of 
water were reported at the Trenton station, which is 
adjacent to a normaliy smali stream, Amtrak cancel- 
led conventional trains between New York and Washing- 
ton, but did run Metroiiners between Washington and 
Philadelphia, At first it was thought that service 
might not be restored for two days, but one track was 
restored to service at 3am on the 22nd--about 25 hours 
after the derailment--with all tracks back in around 
8am, Full Amtrak service was running again with 
slight delays at Trenton, but commuter runs origin- 
ating there were another matter. They didn't get 
back to near normal for another day. 

The flood was the culmination of a week of troubles 
that started July 16 when a transformer fire during 
early afternoon killed the PC's 11,000-volt power 
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Further information concerning these plans & supply in Philadelphia, Amtrak and commuter trains 
is available from Dan Monaghan, Dallas City- = came to a stop, stranding hundreds. The Amtrak runs 
AN County Amtrak Committee, Box 609, Garland, = were soon rescued by diesel locomotives and went on 
PACCO Texas 75040, g their way with 4-2 hour delays. But evening rush hour 
> commuter service was scrapped after an abortive effort 
OAKLAND N 2 to organize a makeshift service. 
Salinas ata 2 The following day, the 17", delays of about 45 min- 
\ a utes during the evening hours occurred when a short 


circuit cut power to the trains. 
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routing was due to the fact that cities deleted had petitioned to be included on a 
Denver route, and those added were interested in the transcontinental, Also, Am- 
trak initiated Jakland-Bakersfield service in California's San Joaquin Valley. 
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may get faster attention because of earlier petitioning, 
other route is more practical or promising. 
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8am, Full Amtrak service was running again with 
slight delays at Trenton, but commuter runs origin- 
ating there were another matter. They didn't get 
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The flood was the culmination of a week of troubles 
that started July 16 when a transformer fire during 
early afternoon killed the PC's 11,000-volt power 
supply in Philadelphia, Amtrak and commuter trains 
came to a stop, stranding hundreds, The Amtrak runs 
were soon rescued by diesel locomotives and went on 
their way with 1-2 hour delays. But evening rush hour 
commuter service was scrapped after an abortive effort 
to organize a makeshift service. 
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utes during the evening hours occurred when a short 
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after the derailment--with all tracks back in around 
Bam. Full Amtrak service was running again with 
slight delays at Trenton, but commuter runs. origin- 
ating there were another matter. They didn't get 
back to near normal for another day. 

The flood was the culmination of a week of troubles 
that started July 16 when a transformer fire during 
early afternoon killed the PC's 11,000-volt power 
supply in Philadelphia. Amtrak and commuter trains 
came to a stop, stranding hundreds. The Amtrak runs 
were soon rescued by diesel locomotives and went on 
their way with 1-2 hour delays. But evening rush hour 
commuter service was scrapped after an abortive effort 
to organize a makeshift service. 
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NEW ENGLAND REPORT by Pete Roehm and Dave Foley 


At 12:01am, Sunday June 29, changes were made to the Eastern Route schedules of 
the B&M commuter service, the result of complaints following an earlier schedule 
change on May 18. When the "summer" schedules became effective in May, certain 
trains on the Rockport, MA line were discontinued much to the dismay of their rid- 
ers, One was an inbound mid-morning train and the other an outbound mid-afternoon 
run, The MBTA then agreed to re-examine its scheduling to see of those runs could 
be restored without upsetting the intent of the change, viz. to keep the Beverly 
Boston line to no more than one train at a time so track upgrading could proceed 
with the absolute minimum disruption to daytime service. A way was found to restore 
this service by making the Rockport=Beverly segment a shuttle-type service for both 
trains, Another change involved the Newburyport train. which had been an "express" 
run from Boston via a restricted stop in Beverly. This train is now bus an exten- 
sion of one of the regular Ipswich locals. Newburyport may receive several more 
walle this fall when the schedules are again changed to reflect corrected track 
work. 

No sooner had the above schedule taken effect than the B&M announced that the con- 
tract with the MBTA, due to terminate June 30 at midnight, would not be renewed, as 
negotiations had stalled between the two parties, The MBIA was standing firm on its 
demand for a sale agreement at a reasonable price and the B&M Trustees were holding 
to their selling price--the gap being reported at about $70 million. The B&M said 
no subsidy and no trains, and the MBTA held firm to no sale and no subsidy. Thus 
that evening the last trains were posted for the 10:30 thru 11 departures, with no 
late trains as they would normally depart after the cutoff time of 12:01. Many Red 
Sox fans that night would be coming by North Station to find that the midnight 
trains were no more and this would be a slight shock to several destined to points 
not served, too, by MBTA or private buses. 


This writer boarded the last Rockport train at 11pm, Budd car 6208, which, diets 


the as run, would be the last car to tie up on the B&M for a then-unsure inde- 
terminate period of time. It arrived at Rockport at 12:24 with extra enginemen 
aboard, then returned to Beverly Junction and out to Newburyport to pick up that 
car, thence in to Reading Junction and out to Lawrence and (piel. to retrieve those 
cars and then all would be stored in Boston. The B&M passenger service had ended. 

Tuesday saw buses in Rockport, Michaud, a private carrier, used several Belgium- 
built Silver Eagle coaches. The service was 4 inbound trips at rush hour and 4 
outbound with the last departing Boston at 5:15, a very poor operational setup and 
one which soured a lot of commuters on the bus service as an adequate interim mea- 
sure. As well, the fare was a flat $2 each way, cash, no discounts or other bene- 
fits, Fortunately this was destined to be only for one day. 

During Tuesday, negotiations continued and by late in the day an agreement had 
been reached between the B&M and the MBIA to sell the commuter lines for the sum 
of $39.5 million, a far cry from the B&W asking price of $92 million, The official 
sale date is targeted for yearend or before and includes a management contract with 
the B&M where they will operate the service and receive 10¢ for each revenue pas- 
senger plus direct expenses and relevant overhead costs. The B&M will also receive 
the right to use MBIA trackage for their freight operations as may be required. 

Now that the B&M no longer owns the tracks, there will be an infusion of federal 
funding to the MBTA and the cost of rehabilitation is estimated at about $20 mill- 
jon. Ål] Budd cars will also be refurbished, since they too are now MBIA property. 


Trackage purchased extends into Plaistow, NH, and west to Fitchburg with the former ` 


opening the possibility of New Hampshire reinstituting service to Concord and Dover. 


Weunesday morning the railroad was back to normal. It all looked as tho the fut- 
ure of the commuter rail was on its first step toward becoming a unified entity in 
the Boston area which would eventually include former New Haven and Boston & Albany 
lines, No longer would North Shore commuters have to worry about the T1"ehour con- 
tract negotiations that had always occurred, Hopefully now the trains won't stop 
Po --it's a high green ahead! 


NORTHWEST NOTES 


THOSE EX-B&0 DOME-sleepers are operating on the EMPIRE BUILDER as of late July. 
Some consists have been going out with two dome sleepers, one ex-B&0, the other 
ex-NP, 
COAST STARLIGHT TRAINS of 17 and 18 cars have been loading on a stub track at Seat- 
tle's King St. station to keep the "tunnel tracks" clear for EMPIRE BUILDER, PACIF= 
IC INTERNATIONAL and PUGET SOUND trains. The 5 coaches nearest the center of the 
train are loaded in Seattle, with the 4 coaches behind the locomotives reserved for 
passengers boardingat other points. The locomotives extend to a point south of the 
new domed stadium adjacent to the passenger yard. The dome of the stadium stood 
free of bracework for the first time in late July, and did not fall in, as critics 
had prophesied. 
CONSORTIUM BUS-BUILDING group backed by M-A-N of Germany and AM General has bid 
$351,000 per unit to build 40 new trolley coaches for the Vancouver, B.C. Hydro 
Transit system, It is expected that the new tender will be rejected. A spokesman 
for the Seattle Metro transit system said that Seattle will not pay more than 
$150,000 for a similar coach. 
AMTRAK IS CONSIDERING elimination of the wying movement of the northbound PACIFIC 
INTERNATIONAL prior to arrival at Vancouver, 8.C. The proposed alternative would - 
see the train wyed after all passengers have left the equipment after arrival. 
Previously, the train wyed in the morning immediately after departure; but customs 
delays at the U.S. border helped terminate the morning wying procedure. 
RIDERS REPORTED PLEASURE with the new dome-diner=lounge which had its first run on 
the PACIFIC INTERNATIONAL the evening of June 17, The dome observation is #9310, 
the ex-Wabash "Banner Blue" tail-end car. There is still concern over relatively 
low loadings on the P.l. The train is simply not competitive, observers say. 
PORTLAND=PASCO CONNECTION for the EMPIRE BUILDER both ways is still apparently an 
open topic--and some possible rescheduling to avoid Spokane 2:30-3am. 


THOSE WANDERING SP domes dept: Former SP dome 9370 deadheaded east on the NORTH 
COAST HIAWATHA from Seattle July 11. It has been one of two such cars held in 
Seattle to protect the Great Domes on the EMPIRE BUILDER. The car was cut in 
diractly behind the locomotives, and thus was not open to passengers. 

BURLINGTON NORTHERN HAS been saying in Washington State that the reason for the 
slow schedules for the NORTH COAST HIAWATHA is the inability of the railroad to 
operate the train on time during the winter, The railroad would prefer an Amtrak 


contract calling for slow schedules the year around rather than run late during 
heavy winter weather. The Seattle-Spokane running time is 8hrs 30mins when the 


run can easily be made in 7:30 and as fast as 6:45 when late. 

TOLL BRIDGE AUTHORITY of Washington State has delayed implementation of ferry fare 
increases for the Puget Sound system. Altho announced as an 11% overall increase, 
some auto-and-driver rates will be nearly doubled, and grassroots resistance has 
been developing. 

SUMMER IS HERE-and so are the ex-SP articulated coaches in the Seattle area. Like 
migratory birds, the "artic" cars have come north once again to see duty on PACIF- 
IC INTERNATIONAL, MOUNT RAINIER and PUGET SOUND Amtrak runs from Seattle. Among 
the sets working from King St. station are 7530-31 on the P.le and 7526-27 running 
Seattle-Portland. 

SOME AMTRAK COACHES from the STARLIGHT derailment near Kelso-Longview, WA in mid- 
January were still being held in Seattle last month for work to repair running 
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this service by making the Rockport-Beverly segment a shuttleetype service for both 
trains, Another change involved the Newburyport train which had been an "express" 
run from Boston via a restricted stop in Beverly. This train is now bus an exten- 
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late trains as they would normally depart after the cutoff time of 12:01. Many Red 
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for the Seattle Metro transit system said that Seattle will not pay more than 
$150,000 for a similar coach. 


AMTRAK IS CONSIDERING elimination of the wying movement of the northbound PACIFIC 
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see the train wyed after all passengers have left the equipment after arrival. 
Previously, the train wyed in the morning immediately after departure; but customs 
delays at the U.S. border helped terminate the morning wying procedure. 
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slow schedules for the NORTH COAST HIAWATHA is the inability of the railroad to 
operate the train on time during the winter. The railroad would prefer an Amtrak 
contract calling for slow schedules the year around rather than run late during 
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been developing. 

SUMMER IS HERE--and so are the ex-SP articulated coaches in the Seattle area. Like 
migratory birds, the "artic" cars have come north once again to see duty on PACIF- 
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NORTHEAST!S BIRD OF .THE NIGHT 
by Ken Maylath 


An early June weekend of rail activity in New England with an old friend. 
In order to make maximum use of the time, our choice was a round trip on the 
Night Owl to Boston. True, the cost of a Washington-Boston roomette at 
$50.25 (as of July 1} is more than §20. greater than coach, On the other 
hand, add the cost of a hotel or motel room to the higher basic air fare, and 
the comparison is quite favorable. 

Overnight service in the Corridor didn't exist initially under Amtrak, The 
old FEDERAL was one of the few runs in the area to fade away when the NRPC took 
over, It was revived before long with a new name~-at first 6 days a week-- 
with a Saturday night departure added last year. > 

It certainly isn't Amtrak's longest or fanciest overnight run. A typical 
consist finds a baggage car (which handles some head end business) pale by 
an ex-B&0 14-4 sleeper, former NYC snack bar coach and a couple of additional 
refurbished coaches. It is also the only all-reserved conventional train on 
the route, ise., into Boston. : , 

#66 was posted on time into Baltimore on a Friday night, but eased in 15 
minutes late thanks to some slow running between na Beltway and Baltimore, 
|. joined my friend in bedroom D. of car 2016 "Thrush", After some greetings 
and. conversation it was off to bed by pilminaton. | noted a slight anti- 
septic smell--not really bothersome, A-rattle or two, but no serious defects 
in the car. 


A fairly good sleep and we were into Providence with a few minutes to spare 
in spite of the previous night's delay, The schedule is more leisurely than 
other Corridor trains, Coffee and Danish in the snack car and we pulled into 


our destination--route 128--right to the minute, 
The consist for Sunday evening's return trip was similar--a pair of E units, 
= baggage, 2010 "Bobolink", snack coach and 3 additional coaches. Departure 
from 128 on time at 10:48, 


~ We were able to request and get a change of bedroom. this time due to a couple 
of minor defects-enamely non-operational reading lights over the berths and a 
tapedeover electrical outlet (my friend had an electric razor). 
Sleep was even better this time, thanks. in part to track improvements 
which are bettering the ride between Boston and New Haven, | awoke in the 
morning to note an on-time bc ghee’ from Philadelphia. Baltimore at 7:40 AM 
on the advertised as the usual crowd of Washington-bound commuters waited to 
scramble aboard, 
Those New England rail activities had gone well with the help of 800 Amtrak 
miles in all on the NIGHT OWL. 


QUOTES OF THE WEEK*** 


* .ewhile nearly everybody is talking about mass transit, no one is really sure 
what to do about it. And, for the moment, Californians need not beat their igni- 
tion keys into bus tokens... The reality is that, while the idea of freeways has 


fallen into disfavor for economic, environmental and esthetic reasons, we continue 
to depend on them, Freeways have a mystique, and some of the millions of cultists 


who make their-daily pilgrimages on these great, gray carpets acknowledged, in a 
recent Los Angeles Times article, that getting there is certainly half the fun. 
In any case, for better and worse, freeways are solidly embedded in cultural bed- 
rock, They very nearly constitute a lifestyle in themselves for Southern Calif- 
ornians, who spend 10 percent of their time between on-ramps and exits." 


e-Jeff Levine in California Journal, July 
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Urban-Suburban’ Transit 


LOS ANGELES AREA has apparently reached some agreement on a plan to get itself on 
the way to building a rapid transit system. The president of the Southern Calif. 
Rapid Transit District, reports the L.A. Times, in a July 26 letter to the Secre- 
tary of DOT, informed him that broad agreement on how to fund a transit systen-- 
with gas tax revenuesechad been reached by Southern California agencies and the 
state Business and Transportation Agency. This development is expected to make 

the area eligible for up to $800 million in federal funds to begin a commuter sys 
tem, The mode of transportation and the exact route have not been decided yet, but 
a broad transit corridor running from Canoga Park in San Fernando Valley to Long 
Beach and San Pedro has been selected. 


THE 117% INCREASE in rail commuter fares asked by Southern Pacific in San Francisco 
cannot be approved before submittal of an environmental impact statement, the state 
attorney general has ruled this month. 

TRANSIT BRIEFS: New York City is threatened with possible increases in transit fares 
up to Wss The DOT announced July 17 the award of $6 million in contracts for 
developing a state-of-the-art safe family car..... An award of nearly $21 million 
has gone from UNTA to 47 states, DC and Puerto Rico for direct transit assistance to 
elderly and handicapped persons, the DOT announced July 1b..00- Late this month the 
New Jersey senate voted §36 million for operating subsidies for commuter railroads 
and buseSesee.e Chicago Transit Authority fired two high-ranking employees early 
this month for leaking to the press plans for a Smile-a-Hile promotional campaigns as 
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GULF MOBILE & OHIO AND 


HISTORICAL @) l i O 
R. R. 


P.O. BOX 371 
SPRINGFIELD, 


SOCIETY, INC. ILLINOIS 62705 


Modelers, Railfans, Historians — GM&O' Historical Society News offers steam, diesel, motor cars, passenger j 
and freight equipment, track diagrams, structures, rosters, swap sheet, plans and photos. 


GM&O, ALTON, C&A, GM&N, M&O. We cover it all. 


Write for information 


Mixed Train of Thoughts =; 7 


FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION'S track geometry cars T4, T2, and T3 appeared in 
Oakland, CA the weekend of July 26, for reasons unknowns The electric cars. were 
apparently hauled in on an Amtrak train, probably the SFZ. wars are used to 
take measurements of track regularity, sway and roll, etc....¢ AMTRAK'S NEW SDP- 
LOF engines seem to have steam generator problems, altho they are superb in other 
respects, operators say. The generator difficulty creates problems with air con- 
ditioning on trains in which steameejector a/c units appear.o... THE RUMOR DEPART- 
MENT has it that the Amtrak operating department in-Los Angeles might be moved to 
San Franciscoseee. AFTER ITS DERAILMENT in Kankakee, reported last issue, steam 
angine 2101 hauling the American Freedom train was removed to the CNW roundhouse 
and not brought to Navy Pier in Chicago, where the train currently is on exhibit. 
Reason was the poor condition of the tracks in that areas... THE CHESSIE SYSTEM 
has for sale two coaches, #1613 and. 1623, to be sold as is. Write for into to E, C. 
Whipp, Purchasing Agent, Chessie System, Blaustein Bidg., Baltimore MD 21201. The 
cars are in Huntington, WV and can be seen by contacting General Car Foreman S. M, 
Childers there at (3044 525-0341. .00 AMTRAK PRESIDENT REISTRUP made a-surprise 
trip to Chicago's PC coach yards late in July, and the report is that heads rolled 
after what he saw. Following this, he headed west by train, but found that the 


central computer had lost his reservation, made in a fictitious name... 
ene } 


AMTRAK'S NEW AMCOACHES are expected to go into service very shortly on the MER 
CHANTS LIMITED in the Northeast..... RAILWAY GAZETTE INTERNATIONAL for June has 
as its cover photo an Amtrak shot of the interior of an exeSP dome lounge on the 
SFZ, with contented passengers watching the passing scene from non-lexan windows... 
BRITISH RAIL REPORTED a deficit of $344 million in 1974..... STEAM ENGINE 4449 
will take over the hailing of the American Freedom Train somewhwere in the Midwest, 
but exactly where still is not known, Some Illinois cities have been added to the 
original itinerary, and it is believed that track serving them will not accommo- 
date the weight of the encine...., ROCK ISLAND RAILROAD stockholders reportedly 
are agreeable to selling the line to other roads to keep substantial parts of itty 
in operation..... ONLY COMMUTER RAILROAD in America stil not receiving or asking- 
for public subsidy is holdout SP, points out William De Middleton in a clearly ~ 
written summary of the alternatives for San Francisco Peninsula transit--more : 
BART, more SP, or both?=-in an article in the current issue of Railway Age (July 
44) ecco PRIVATELY OWNED CARS carried on Amtrak trains need no longer be painted 
in Amtrak colors, effective last July 1, Amtrak announced..... THAT SPECIAL TRAIN 
from L.A. to Las Vegas to publicize the Vagas show "Doo Dah Daze" that we reported 
on earlier, ran with a consist of one Amtrak diesel, one Amtrak coach, and three ` 
private cars: a bedroom-lounge and two diner-lounges, reports Amtrak News, The ru 
took place July 1, and running time was 64 hours to the Nevada CITY cece. i 


x * ‘ 
AMTRAK WILL ABANDON St. Louis Union Station by the end of 1976 and build an ultra- 
modern: station at the corner of Scott and Ewing Streets. The station will be the” 
largest Antrak has built to date, It will be designed by Curt Willard of Amtrak's 
Design Department, according to Amtrak News..... AMTRAK WILL MODIFY the use of 
lexan in railroad cars windows, an unofficial report says, Henceforth lexan will 
be used only for the interior pane of each double pane, thus avoiding the scratches 
that exterior wear creates... AUTO=TRAIN CORPORATION announced late in July that 
its profits for the ysar ended April 30 had declined, primarily because of startup 
costs of the Louisville-Florida route, Revenues increased, however, from $21.3 
million to $28.5 million..... ANTRAK'S ADVERTISING FOR its Amfleet display in 
Northeast cities involved ads enclosed by train tracks, reading: "The Amfleet is 
in," Ads mentioned-times and places of "sneak previews" and said: "Be the first 
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on your block ‘to see the first of the more than 400 new ears fi Amtrak's naw Am- 
fleet. See the new Amcoach with its. smart-decor,: big pictiire: windows ‘ard high=' 
and-wide reclining. seats,- Come aboard'’for:a Took’ into ‘the futtre of train travel 
that'l] be running betweenBoston and Washington before:this' summer fs over. Am 
trak engineer hats, buttons and postcards will be given cut free, so bring the ` 
children*..oe. STATE. OF CALIFORNIA-has released a 20-year transportation plan (on 
July 28), and will hold public hearings on it as follows: Fresno Aug 7, San Fran- 
cisco Aug 14, Redding Aug.21, Los: Angeles: Aug 28, San Diego Aug 29, Sacramento ~ 
Sept 4,.... UMTA ANNOUNCED. GN July 1? that the DOT's StateQof-the-Art Cars, axper- 
imental urban transit rail: cars, have completed in-service testing and will soon 
enter service on Philadelphia's Lindenwold High Speed Line. - Beginning in the fall, 
the SOAC cars will run for at least nine-months on the line, and modifications are 
now being made to adapt the cars for the line. After that time, UMTA said crypti- 
cally, the SOAC willbe refitted with "several innovative subsystems" for a later 
appearance with "still. more innovative equipment". .... í x : 

; i use ae? 
THE NEW AUSTRAILPASS--some more information: 14-day fare costs $70, 21 days $110; 
1 month $140, 2 months $200, 3 months $220, all in Australian dollars. The pass 
is good for unlimited first class rail travel "anywhere, anytime on the rail sys- 
tems of Australia" for overseas tourists. Details are available from offices of 
Thomas Cook..... BON APPETIT MAGAZINE, June/July issue, carries a very prettily 
illustrated article on train dining cars by Karl Zimmerman..... THE SENATE GAVE 
final. approval on July 25 to Senator Tunney's bill for a half-million dollars to 
begin. studies of a high-speed West Coast train system. The house had already 
passed the bill..... HIGHWAY TRAFFIC FATALITIES in June were 20% lower than June 
1973, and 1% lower than June 1974, the DOT reported on July 21. There were 4142 
people killed this past June, compared to 5176 in June 1973 and 4201 in 1974..... 

Rte Wak r i 5 

FREEPORT JOURNAL-STANDARD of Freeport, IL gave a big display (July 10) to result 
from our first train rating survey, in which it was found that the BLACK HAWK, ~ 
whose crew comes mostly from Freeport, had the highest-rated train crew in the 
nation. At the same time, the newspaper reported that Amtrak plans this fal] to. 
replace the RDC's of the train with conventional carsesthree of them, including ` 
a snack bar car, The- ROC's will be moved to the E st Coast, the paper said..ss. 
A PASSENGER TRAIN derailed near Delicias, Mexico of July 12, injuring at leas 
60 people and killing a Seyear-old girl. The unidentified 8car train was trav- 
eling from El Paso to Mexico City, carrying 200 passengers. The victims were - 
all Mexican citizens, the report said...... BROTHER LOU MENK went north ‘on the 
PACIFIC INTERNATIONAL from Seattle July 8, in his business car, perhaps to check 
out the train that he told Amtrak board member Edward Ullman he would like to see 
discontinued. To do his little helping hand, Menk's business car was placed be- 
hind dome-observation-lounge car 9310, blocking the rear view for lounge passen= 
gers. Observers agree that business cars should be placed behind the locomotive 
when there are observation cars, as on Canadian Pacifice...» HIGH SPEED TRAIN of 
Britain has entered service on the London-Bristol route. The equipment thus far 
holds. the world's speed record for diese) equipment--143mph, The HST will operate 
at 100mph-in the new service, altho design service speed has:ben set at 125mph. 
When the first of the 27 production train- sets is delivered, new scheduled for 
October, 1976, regular high speed service will be inaugurated. The prototype 
model now operating is a 7-car unit, with a power car at either end..... me 
THE PROPOSED BUFFALO rapid transit system project has been moved to a back bur- 
ner by an order by UNTA, to restudy its rapid transit proposals--with emphasis 
on-alternative systems. The system evoked the UMTA order when it requested a 
federal grant of $20.5 million for design work for its proposed $76 million, 11- 
mile system, UMTA director Frank Herringer, now manager-of BART, ordered a look 
inte light rail, and nore..emphasis.on-aerial construction. A-47=nile-system is ~- 
planned eventua asins À ae : a Pon o i page 17 


Mixed Train of‘ nougnes 


FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION'S track geometry cars T4, T2, and T3 appeared in 
Oakland, CA the weekend of July 26, for reasons unknowns The electric cars were 
apparently hauled in on an Amtrak train, probably the SFZ. ars are used to 

take measurements. of track regularity, sway and roll, etc...06 ANTRAK'S NEW SDP- 
40F engines seem to have steam generator probiems, altho they are superb in other 
respects, operators say. The generator difficulty creates problems with air con-_ 
ditioning on trains in which steameejector a/c units appear.s... THE RUMOR DEPART. 
NENT has it that the Amtrak operating department in-Los Angeles might be moved to 
San Francisco, scsi AFTER ITS DERAILMENT in Kankakee, reported Jast issue, steam: 
engine 2101 hauling the American Freedom train was removed to the CNW roundhouse 
and not brought to Navy Pier in Chicago, where the train currently is en exhibit. 
Reason was the poor condition of the tracks in that areas..o. JHE CHESSIE SYSTEM 
has for sale two coaches, #1613 and. 1623, to be sold as is. Write for into to E, C. 
Whipp, Purchasing Agant, Chessie System, Blaustein Bidg., Baltimore MD 21201, The 
cars are in Huntington, WV and can be seen by contacting General Car Foreman Se Me 
Childers there at (304! 525-0341,..., AMTRAK PRESIDENT REISTRUP made a surprise 
trip to Chicago's PO coach yards late in July, and the report is that heads rolled 
after what he saw. Following this, he headed west by train, but found that the 


contral computer had lost his reservation, made in a fictitious name..... 
eee 


AMTRAK'S NEW AMCOAGHES are expected to go into service very shortly on the MER- 
CHANTS LIMITED in the Northeast..... RAILWAY GAZETTE INTERNATIONAL for June has 
as its cover photo an Amtrak shot of the interior of an ex-SP dome lounge on the 
SFZ, with contented passengers watching the passing scene from non-lexan windows... 
BRITISH RAIL REPORTED a deficit of $344 million in 1974..... STEAM ENGINE 4449 
will take over the hauling of the American Freedom Train somewhwere in the Midwest, 
but exactly where still is not ‘mown. Some Illinois cities have been added to the 
original itinerary, and it is believed that track serving them will not accommo- 
date the weight of the encine..... ROCK ISLAND RAILROAD stockholders reportedly 
are agreeable te selling the line to ether roads to keep substantial parts of it 
in operation,.... ONLY CONMUTER RAILROAD in America stil not receiving or asking 
for public subsidy is holdout SP, points out William D. Middleton in a clearly 
written summary of the alternatives for San Francisco Peninsula transit--more 
BART, more SP, or both?--in an article in the current issue of Railway Age (July 
14)..... PRIVATELY OWNED CARS carried on Amtrak trains need no longer be painted 
in Amtrak colors, effective last July 1, Amtrak announced..... THAT SPECIAL TRAIN 
fron L.A. to Las Vegas to publicize the Vegas show "Doo Dah Daze" that we reported 
on earlier, ran with a consist of one Amtrak diesel, one Amtrak coach, and three 
private cars: a bedroom-lounge and two diner-lounges, reports Amtrak News. The run 
took place July 1, and running time was 62 hours to the Nevada city...e« 


xR 
AMTRAK WILL ABANDON St, Louis Union Station by the end of 1976 and build an ultra- 
modern station at the corner of Scott and Ewing Streets, The station will be the 
largest Amtrak has built to date, It will be designed by Curt Willard of Amtrak's 
Design Department, according to Amtrak News..... AMTRAK WILL MODIFY the use of 
lexan in railroad cars windows, an unofficial report says. Henceforth lexan will 
be used only for the interior pane of each double pane, thus avoiding the scratches 
that exterior wear creates... AUTO-TRAIN CORPORATION announced Tate in July that 
its profits for the year ended April 30 had declined, primarily because of startup 
costs of the Louisville-Florida route, Revenues increased, however, from $21.3 
million to $28.5 million..... AMTRAK'S ADVERTISING FOR its Amfleet display in 
Northeast cities involved ads enclosed by train tracks, reading: "The Amfleet is 
in," Ads mentioned times and places of “sneak previews” and said: "Be the first 
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on your DIOCK TO see the TIPSt OT The more Than SuU-newears wy? Amtrak's new Aiie 
fleet. See the new Amcoach with its smart decor, big picture windows ‘and high- 
and-wide reclining seats. Come aboard for a look into the future of train travel 
that'll] be running betweenBoston and Washington. before this summer ïs over, Are 
trak engineer hats, buttons and postcards will be given cut free, so bring the — 
children®.ooso STATE OF CALIFORNIA has released a 2G-year transportation plan (on 
July 28), and will hold public hearings on it as follows: Fresno Aug 7, San Frane 
cisco Aug 14, Redding Aug. 21, Los Angeles Aug 28, San Diego Aug 29, Sacramento 
Sept 4.00. UNTA ANNOUNCED on July 1? that the DOT's Statelof-the-Art Cars, sxpar- 
imental urban transit rail cars, have completed in-service testing and will soon 
enter service on Philadelphia's: Lindenwold High Speed Line. -Beginning in the fall, 
the SOAC cars will- run for at least nine months on the Fine, and modifications are 
now being made to adapt the cars for the line, After that time, WTA said crypti- 
cally, the SOAC will be refitted with "several innovative subsystems" for a later 
appearance with "still. more innovative equipment". .... 

j eR 
THE NEW AUSTRAILPASS--some more information: 14-day fare costs $70, 21 days $110, 
1 month $140, 2 months $200, 3 months $220, al] in Australian dollars. The pass 
is good for unlimited first class rail travel "anywhere, anytime on the rail sys- 
tens. of Australia" for overseas tourists. Details are available from offices of 
Thomas Cook..... BON APPETIT MAGAZINE, June/July issue, carries a very prettily 
illustrated article on train dining cars by Karl Zinmermar..... THE SENATE GAVE 
final approval on July 25 to Senator Tunney's bill for a half-million dollars to 
begin studies of a high-speed West Coast train system. The house had already 
passed the bil]..... HIGHWAY TRAFFIC FATALITIES in June were 20% lower than June 
1973, and 1% Tower than June 1974, the DOT reported on July 21. There vere 4142 
people killed this past June, compared te 5176 in June 1973 and 4201 in 1974....6 
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= FREEPORT JOURNAL=STANDARD of Freeport, IE gave a big display (July 10) to results 


from our first train rating survey, in which it was found that the BLACK HAWK, 
whose crew comes mostly from Freeport, had the highest-rated train crew in the 
nation. At the same time, the newspaper reported that Amtrak plans this fall to 
replace the RDC's of the train with conventional catse-three of them, including 
a snack bar car. The RDC's will be moved to the E st Coast, the paper said..... 
A PASSENGER TRAIN derailed near Delicias, Mexico of July 12, injuring at least 
60 people:and killing a 5Seyear-old girl. The unidentified becar train was trav- 
eling from El Paso te Mexico City, carrying 200 passengers. The victims were 

all Mexican citizens, the report said...... BROTHER LOU NENK went north on the 
PACIFIC INTERNATIONAL from Seattle July 8, in his business car, perhaps to check 
out the train that he told Amtrak board member Edward Ullman he would Tike to see 
discontinued. To do his little helping hand, Menk’s business car was placed be- 
hind dome-observation-lounge car 9310, blocking the rear view for lounge passene 
gers. Observers agree that business cars should be placed behind the locomotive 
whet there are observation cars, as on Canadian Pacific..... HIGH SPEED TRAIN of 
Britain has entered service on the London-Bristol route. The equipment thus far 
holds. the world’s speed record for diesel equipment--143mph. The HST will operate 
at 109mph in the new service, altho design service speed has ben set at 125aph. 
When the first of the 27 production train sets is delivered, new scheduled for 
October, 1976, regular hich spoed service will be inaugurated. The prototype 
model now operating is a T-car unit, with a power car at either end...e. 

THE PROPOSED BUFFALO rapid transit system project has been moved to a back bur- 
ner by an order by UMTA, to restudy its rapid transit proposals~--with emphasis 

on alternative systems, The system evoked the UNTA order when it requested a 
federal grant of $20.5 million for design work for its proposed $76 million, 11- 
mile system, UMTA director Frank Herringer, now manager of BART, ordered a look 
into light rail, and more. emphasis. on aerial construction. A.4Temile-system is 
planned eventually..se. ` page 17 
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19-YEAR OLD BOY from Orange County was killed by northbound SAN UIEGAN #773 on j RTN's Rail Travel Yearbook will soon be off the press. 
‘July 11-when-he ran -acress the-raitroad track: tn-Fullerton, CA..... THE CRASH OF | 0 rd € r now 7 A | 


U : ; - ; îs Tint i d getting it early, 
an Eastern Air Lines DC9 plane near Charlotte NC 1 t The printing is limited, so to be assured of getting yours an ar 
the crew's inattention, ve they. pe nee Shobhan INANE HEE send your order now. The Rail Travel Yearbook ie ai ses eee ay 
has criticized the administration for requesting only $500,000 for rebuilding old | sortie amet e OE RNR et ann, ck ONG, ELEY Gage. 
railroad stations and turning them into transportation centers, when Congreas of at least x et i 9 | Š t A ; Yy 
had authorized $25 million for the project..... UNTA WILL OFFER this fall an Se ee cen we cores a) As tat ee ee 
advanced public transit marketing course, said to be the first program of its taining features, inc ee | book 1975 as soon as it's published. Amount 
kind in this country, The 2-week university-level course begins in November, l the aost complete ie von | enclosed: 
and provides a grounding in marketing applications to the transit industry, Ap- | of RIN s first Bo th sche | 
plications for the course are being taken from: Marketing Program Manager, Of-  ; soe ras ore He te. j NAME 
fice of Transit Management, UMTA, soa tet St. SW, Washington DC 20590... | last issue of RIN. Sond the | ADDRESS 
BEFORE LEAVING UNTA to take charge of BART, Frank Herringer told reporters that =| coupon or use a separate į CITY, STATE, ZIP 
the $12 billion approved by Congress for the next six years is not enough for all sheet. „Californians add z211 Tiam Se ee ee 
oe cee nl on UMTA for upgrading commuter systems,..., RAPID TRANSIT DIS- | or 23¢ (BART counties) tax. 

ICT in Southern California experienced a 3% drop in ridership when it went to 

a new two-zone system of fares this month..... REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY 4 E X P ress Ad S 


in Chicago has made some ambitious plans for 1976. Proposals include purchase of 
100 additional rapid transit cars;. the addition of-about 12 off-peak commuter 


ESTEAMY" -FOR YOUNG RAIL ENTHUSIASTS! "Steamy" is a locomotive on the old D&RGW 


trains; movement of Rock Island and CNW commuter operations to Union Stati on; and narrow gauge, now the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad. 28 pages to color pl us 
development of annual passes and other fare-incentive programs, The new author- | an exciting story will give children a feeling for Rocky Mountain Railroading as 
ity has taxing powers to help implement such plans..... AMTRAK IS GIVING some | it was. $1.75 - David Ulmer, 1407 Holmes Dr., Colorado Springs, Colorado 80909, 
çe sideration to flip-flopping the schedule of the NORTH COAST HIAWATHA so that | DRAWING ROOMS ON AMTRAK! It's possible, on occasion, to travel in drawing room 


it will operate overnight Minneapolis-Chicago on the approximate schedule of luxury at bedroom prices. For full information, contact "the train people" at 


Milwaukee Road's old PIONEER LIMITED run. One of the big problems is passing S ton-Palace Hotel, 9% Floor, San Francisco 94105, or 
thru a number of important Montana mainline communities at very odd hours..... i eal ue at (45) 30-200. yee none BER afani ly plant applies! 


BURLINGTON NORTHERN CHAIRMAN Lou Menk and 8N i Regie i i ' 
ae Ansan rra Pa naye nont ta Delaware and Hudson, Nickel Plate, Reading and Santa Fe Uniform Buttons 60¢ each 
or all four $2.25. J. Lajoie, 22 Stevens, Methuen, Mass. 01844. 


to SEC charges that the line has intentionally deferred maintenance in order to 
keep up profits, The BN pair said that the SEC charges were without foundation, 


and said that "deferred" in this case meant trackwork which the ICC would cat q Arbor Uni Buttons 60 

esol Ta rt nny Tn rtaln ht eed tat hs sete, Rlwie Cn ie, Str aa A ag tw Oo 
ears since i wed 25. 

ATETA CE Ton ae ol ever aravene doilar wark FUS OEK Aiork Aa If you are interested in P.C., L.V., PRSL and other aT A then 

CANADA WILL SPEND about $11 million soon for purchase of three new coaches and d P.C, Railfan Magazine is for you. Subscription rate is $12.00 for 6 issues. 

three new loconotives for testing for the Ontario-Quebec "corridor" service. They Contact Jerone A, Ronen feld Saas ne, Dee N Orban; 

il] ba selected fron the following suppliers: PRIVATE SLEEPER TO NRHS 1975 CONVENTION, Travel via NATIONAL LIMITED and TENNES- 
(1) Pratt & Whitney's Turbotrain, developed by United Aircraft. Three Turbo sets | SEE SPECIAL from Pittsburgh to Knoxville on a lightweight ex-EMPIRE BUILDER 

of 9 cars each are now operating 2 round trips daily Toronto-Hontreal and Montreal- | sleeper w/shower and buffet. Aug 26 to Sept 2. For information and rates con- 


Ottawa. 

(2) The "Tempo" equipment, developed by Hawker=Siddeley, modified by help fron. ee; tine ct 
General Motors, and to be labeled the "Futura," " tae API Lie PEEL EEE a amendments, 

(3) The LRC (Light, Rapid, Comfortable) equipment developed by MLW-Worthington, y meee : : 
Dominion Foundries and Steel, and Westinghouse Canada Ltd, One coach of this de- Dixie - DC with Buffalo and Saratoga-Montreal (Lake Champlain, the Hudson, 
sign is being tested Toronto-Sarnia, Ont. on a regularly scheduled CN passenger run. 4 the whole scenic bit): this CAPABILITY, via Penn Station & Grand Central «= 

Pratt & Whitney's entry into the market marks a Phoenix-like revival of the Turbo- | ANOTHER REASON for tying in the new 63rd Street SUPERSUBWAY AND COMMUTER 
train, which had a1] but died as a 4ecar Turbo unit collided with a freight train “ tunnels INTO GRAND CENTRAL TERMINAL, says the public transit catalyst. 
near Nontreal in July, 1973 and was destroyed by fire when its fuel tanks ruptured, — What are the OTHER WAYS this would HELP AMTRAK =- AND THE NY MTA? 

The maker is considering a 120mph Turbo unit, but the Canadian Transport Commission 4 R SALE: Trains, Vol. 6, 1946, Hardbound in green, $10 ee in 


tact Lake Shore Chap., NRHS, 5808 Georgetown Drive, Erie, PA 16508, 


at the present time limits Turbo runs to 95mph when carrying passengers, FOR S ; ; 
CN wil] manage the development program, Total cost.will be $28 million by the d pone GLICO SA OSS ld a 
tine service is introduced in 1977-8, according to a-CN spokesman, Ao “INFORMATION FOR ADVERTISERS: Express Ads are 50¢ per Tine of 80 spaces. Display 
ads are maximum size $-page (5x4 or 24x8) at $12.50, with smaller sizes priced 


RTN IS LOOKING for new subscribers, Remember you can earn a 50¢ credit for each. proportions Write: RAI TRAVEL NEWS, Box 9007, Berkeley Gh 94109, 
new one-year subscriber you enlist, See details in our last issue, or write us | SUBSCRIBE TO RAIL TRAVEL NEWS: Just $8.00 per year for 24 twice-monthly issues ` 
tor information, The yearly subscription rate ‘to this publication is $8 by first. delivered by first class mail. RAIL TRAVEL NEWS, Box 9007, Berkeley CA 94709. 


ae in North America. Wpite: Rail Travel News, Box 9007, Berkeley CA 94709 
page 


miena ueu bui irum urange Lounty was killed by northbound SAN UIEGAN #773 on 
July 11-when he ran across the railroad track in Fullerton, CA..... THE CRASH OF 
an Eastern Air Lines DC9 plane near Charlotte NC last Sept 11 has been blamed on 
the crew's inattention, as they were busy chatting..... SENATOR WARREN MAGNUSON 
has criticized the administration for requesting only $500,000 for rebuilding old 
railroad stations and turning them into transportation centers, when Congreas 

had authorized $25 million for the project..... MTA WILL OFFER this fall an 
advanced public transit marketing course, said to be the first program of its 
kind in this country, The 2-week university-level course begins in November, 

and provides a grounding in marketing applications to the transit industry, Ap- 
plications for the course are being taken from: Marketing Progran Manager, Of. 
fice of Transit Management, UITA, 2100 Second St. SW, Washington BC 20590..... 


ex 
BEFORE LEAVING UMTA to take charge of BART, Frank Herringer told reporters that 
the $12 billion approved by Congress for the next six years is not enough for all 
the demands made on UMTA for upgrading commuter systems..... RAPID TRANSIT DIS. 
tRICT in Southern California experienced a 3% drop in ridership when it went to 
a new two-zone system of fares this month..... REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY 
in Chicago has made some ambitious plans for 1976, Proposals include purchase of 
100 additional rapid transit cars;. the addition of about 12 off-peak commuter 
trains; movement of Rock Island and CNW commuter operations to Union Station: and 
development -of annual passes and other fare~incentive programs. The new author- 
ity has taxing powers to help implement such plansecce. AMTRAK IS GIVING some 
consideration to flip-flopping the schedule of the NORTH COAST HIAWATHA so that 
it will operate overnight Hinneapolis-Chicago on the approximate schedule of 
Milwaukee Road's old PIONEER LIMITED run. One of the big problems is passing 
thru a number of important Montana mainline communities at very odd hours. .ccc 
BURLINGTON NORTHERN CHAIRMAN Lou Menk and BN president R. W. Downing have replied 
to SEC charges that the line has intentionally deferred maintenance in order to 
keep up profits, The BN pair said that the SEC charces vere without foundation, 
end said that "deterred" ja this case meant trackwork which the ICC would categ- 
criza as desirable had more money been available. They claimed that in the five 
years since the BN merger that 16¢ of every revenue dollar went into track work.. _ 


CANADA WILL SPEND about $11 million soon for purchase of three new coaches and 
three new locomotives for testing for the Ontaric=Quebec "corridor" service. They 
will be selected from the following suppliers: 

{1) Pratt & Whitney's Turbetrain, developed by United Aircraft. Three Turbo sets 
bs cars each are now operating 2 round trips daily Toronto-Montreal and Montreal- 
Ottawa, 

(2) The "Tempo" equipment, developed by Hawker-Siddeley, modified by help from 
General Motors, and to be labeled the "Futura," 

{3} The LRE (Light, Rapid, Comfortable) equipment developed by MLW-Worthington, 
Dominion Foundries and Steel, and Westinghouse Canada Ltd, One coach of this de- 
sign is being tested Toronto-Sarnia, Ont. on a regularly scheduled CN passenger run, 

Pratt & Whitney's entry into the market marks a Phoenix-like revival of the Turbo- 
train, which had 211 but died as a 4ecar Turbo unit collided with a freight train 
near Hontreal in July, 1973 and was destroyed by fire when its fuel tanks ruptured, 
The maker is considering a 120mph Turbo unit, but the Canadian Transport Commission 
at the present time limits Turbo runs to S5mph when carrying passengers. 

CN will manage the development program. Total cost will be $28 million by the 
time service is introduced in 1977-8, according to a CN spokesman. 
a E E 
RIN IS LOCKING for new subscribers. Remember you can earn a 50¢ credit for each 
new one-year subscriber you enlist. See details in our last issue, or write us 
for information. The yearly subscription rate to this publication is $8 by first 


Soe in North America. Write: Rail Travel News, Box 9007, Berkeley CA 94709 
page 


at 


U rad e r now I RIN's Rail Travel Yearbook will soon be off the press. 


inting is limited, so to be assured of getting yours and getting it early, M 
hae Ka now. The Rail Travel Yearbook 1975 is priced at $3.50 each. It is 
to be an 83x11 softbound book 
of at least 50 pages, filled 
with interesting and enter- 
taining features, including 


TO: MESSAGE MEDIA, BOX 9007, BERKELEY CA 94703 


Send me copies of RIN's Rail Travel Year- 
book 1975 as soon as it's published. Amount 


the most complete expesition oñclöseť 

of RIN's first reader train 

rating survey. ; 

detailed description in the NAME ———— 
last issue of RTN. Send the ADDRESS 


i 
I 
i 
See the more . 
I 
| 


coupon or use a separate 
sheet. Californians add 21¢ 
or 23¢ (BART counties) tax. 


CITY, STATE, ZIP 


Express Ads 


ASTEAMY"=-FOR YOUNG RAIL ENTHUSIASTS! "Steamy" is a locomotive on the old D&RGW 
narrow gauge, now the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad, 28 pages to color plus 
an exciting story will give children a feeling for Rocky Mountain Railroading as 
it was. $1.75 - David Ulmer, 1407 Holmes Dra, Colorado Springs, Colorado 80903. 


DRAWING ROOMS ON AMTRAK! it's possible, on occasion, to travel in drawing room 
luxury at bedroom prices. For full information, contact "the train people" at 
GREAT WESTERN TOURS, Sheraton-Palace Hotel, 9# Floor, San Francisco 94105, or 
call us at (415) 398-2994, And of course moneysaving "family plan” a 


Seaboard, Atlantic Coast Line, Southern and Ann Arbor Uniform Buttons 60¢ 
on four $2.525.. Js Lajoie, 22 Stevens, Methuen, Mass. 01844. 


If you are interested in P.C., L.V., PRSL and other P.C. controlled lines, then 


P.C. Railfan Magazine is for you. Subscription rate is $12.00 for 6 issues. 
i deren X Rosenfeld, 133 Dullas Dr., Dumont NJ 07628. 


PRIVATE SLEEPER TO NRHS 1975 CONVENTION. Travel via NATIONAL LIMITED and TENNES- 


SEE SPECIAL from Pittsburgh to Knoxville on a lightweight ex-EMP IRE BUILDER 
sleeper w/shower and buffet. Aug 26 to Sept 2. For information and rates con- 
tact Lake Shore Chap., NRHS, 5808 Georgetown Drive, Erie, PA 16508. 


MTRAK LAW: New unofficial edition with all the latest amendments, $6. 
oy Robert mons Box 1866, Long Beach CA 90801. 


Dixie = DC with Buffalo and Saratoga-Nontreal (Lake Champlain, the Hudson, 
the whole scenic bit): this CAPABILITY, via Penn Station & Grand Central -- 
ANOTHER REASON for tying in the new 63rd Street SUPERSUBWAY AND COMMUTER 
tunnels INTO GRAND CENTRAL TERMINAL, says the public transit catalyst. 

What are the OTHER WAYS this would HELP AMTRAK == AND THE NY MTA? 


FOR SALE: Trains, Vol. 6, 1946, Hardbound in green. $10 postpaid. First 
money order gets it. Bil] Braem, 4086 Cody Rd., Sherman Oaks, CA 91403 . me 
INFORMATION FOR ADVERTISERS: Express Ads are 50¢ per line of 80 spaces. Display 
ads are maximum size $-page (5x4 or 24x8) at $12.50, with smaller sizes priced 
in proportion. Write: RAIL TRAVEL NEWS, Box 9007, Berkeley CA 94709, 


SUBSCRIBE TO RAIL TRAVEL NEWS: e00 per yea 
delivered by first class mail. RAIL TRAVEL NEWS, 


Issues 


94709, 


r for 24 twiceemonthly 
Box $007, Berkeley CA 


